The Spinoza Problem A Novel
Written in Irv Yalom's inimitable story-telling style,
Staring at the Sun is a profoundly encouraging
approach to the universal issue of mortality. In this
magisterial opus, capping a lifetime of work and
personal experience, Dr. Yalom helps us recognize
that the fear of death is at the heart of much of our
anxiety. Such recognition is often catalyzed by an
"awakening experience"—a dream, or loss (the
death of a loved one, divorce, loss of a job or
home), illness, trauma, or aging. Once we confront
our own mortality, Dr.
Yalom writes, we are
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inspired to rearrange our priorities, communicate
more deeply with those we love, appreciate more
keenly the beauty of life, and increase our
willingness to take the risks necessary for
personal fulfillment.
A haunting portrait of Arthur Rosenberg, one of
Nazism's chief architects, and his obsession with
one of history's most influential Jewish thinkers In
The Spinoza Problem, Irvin Yalom spins fact and
fiction into an unforgettable psycho-philosophical
drama. Yalom tells the story of the seventeenthcentury thinker Baruch Spinoza, whose philosophy
led to his own excommunication from the Jewish
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community, alongside that of the rise and fall of the
Nazi ideologue Alfred Rosenberg, who two hundred
years later during World War II ordered his task
force to plunder Spinoza's ancient library in an
effort to deal with the Nazis' "Spinoza Problem."
Seamlessly alternating between Golden Age
Amsterdam and Nazi Germany, Yalom investigates
the inner lives of these two enigmatic men in a tale
of influence and anxiety, the origins of good and
evil, and the philosophy of freedom and the tyranny
of terror.
"All of us are creatures of a day,” wrote Marcus
Aurelius, “rememberer and remembered alike.” In
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his long-awaited new collection of stories,
renowned psychiatrist Irvin D. Yalom describes his
patients' struggles—as well as his own—to come to
terms with the two great challenges of existence:
how to have a meaningful life, and how to reckon
with its inevitable end. In these pages, we meet a
nurse, angry and adrift in a morass of misery
where she has lost a son to a world of drugs and
crime, and yet who must comfort the more
privileged through their own pain; a successful
businessman who, in the wake of a suicide,
despairs about the gaps and secrets that infect
every relationship; a newly minted psychologist
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whose study of the human condition damages her
treasured memories of a lost friend; and a man
whose rejection of philosophy forces even Yalom
himself into a crisis of confidence. Their names and
stories will linger long after the book's last page is
turned. Like Love's Executioner, which established
Yalom's preeminence as a storyteller illuminating
the drama of existential therapy, Creatures of a
Day is funny, earthy, and often shocking; it is a
radically honest statement about the difficulties of
human life, but also a celebration of some of the
finest fruits—love, family, friendship—that life can
bear. We are all creatures of a day. With Yalom as
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a guide, we can find in this book the means not just
to make our own day bearable, but meaningful—and
perhaps even joyful.
Hailed for its coiled eroticism and the moral claims
it makes upon the reader, this mesmerizing novel is
a story of love and secrets, horror and compassion,
unfolding against the haunted landscape of postwar
Germany. When he falls ill on his way home from
school, fifteen-year-old Michael Berg is rescued by
Hanna, a woman twice his age. In time she
becomes his lover—then she inexplicably
disappears. When Michael next sees her, he is a
young law student, and she is on trial for a hideous
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crime. As he watches her refuse to defend her
innocence, Michael gradually realizes that Hanna
may be guarding a secret she considers more
shameful than murder.
Betraying Spinoza
The Renegade Jew Who Gave Us Modernity
Conversation with Spinoza
A Life Beyond Polio
The Short, Strange Life of Herschel Grynszpan: A
Boy Avenger, a Nazi Diplomat, and a Murder in
Paris
a novel

From the internationally
bestselling author of Love's
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Executioner and When Nietzsche Wept, comes a novel of
group therapy with a cast of memorably wounded
characters struggling to heal pain and change lives
Suddenly confronted with his own mortality after a
routine checkup, eminent psychotherapist Julius
Hertzfeld is forced to reexamine his life and work -- and
seeks out Philip Slate, a sex addict whom he failed to
help some twenty years earlier. Yet Philip claims to be
cured -- miraculously transformed by the pessimistic
teachings of German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer
-- and is, himself, a philosophical counselor in training.
Philip's dour, misanthropic stance compels Julius to
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invite Philip to join his intensive therapy group in
exchange for tutoring on Schopenhauer. But with mere
months left, life may be far too short to help Philip or to
compete with him for the hearts and minds of the group
members. And then again, it might be just long enough.
A USA Today Bestseller An Amazon Best Book of the
Year Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twentyfirst century, The Weight of Ink is the interwoven tale of
two women of remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an
emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for
a blind rabbi, just before the plague hits the city; and
Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of Jewish
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history. When Helen is summoned by a former student to
view a cache of newly discovered seventeenth-century
Jewish documents, she enlists the help of Aaron Levy, an
American graduate student as impatient as he is
charming, and embarks on one last project: to determine
the identity of the documents’ scribe, the elusive “Aleph”.
Electrifying and ambitious, The Weight of Ink is about
women separated by centuries–and the choices and
sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of
the heart and mind. Rachel Kadish is the award-winning
author of the novels From a Sealed Room, Tolstoy Lied:
A Love Story and The Weight of Ink, as well as the
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novella I Was Here. Her work has appeared on NPR and
in the New York Times, Ploughshares, and Tin House,
and has been anthologised in the Pushcart Prize
Anthology and elsewhere. She lives outside Boston and
teaches in Lesley University's MFA Program in Creative
Writing. www.rachelkadish.com “A gifted writer,
astonishingly adept at nuance, narration, and the politics
of passion.” Toni Morrison ‘A sophisticated twining of
literature and early modern history, The Weight of Ink
expertly layers research and imagination, blending
historical romance with intellectually satisfying
metafiction.’ Sydney Morning Herald “This astonishing
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third novel from Kadish introduces readers to the 17thcentury Anglo-Jewish world with not only excellent
scholarship, but also fine storytelling. The riveting
narrative and well-honed characters will earn a place in
readers’ hearts.” Library Journal, starred review “Like
A.S. Byatt’s Possession and Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia, this
emotionally rewarding novel follows [...] present-day
academics trying to make sense of a mystery from the
past... Vivid and memorable.” Publisher’s Weekly “An
unforgettable quest... Kadish’s characters are
memorable, and we’re treated to a host of them...From
Shakespeare’s Dark Lady to Spinoza’s philosophical
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heresies, Kadish leaves no stone unturned in this moving
historical epic. Chock-full of rich detail and literary
intrigue.” Kirkus Reviews “Kadish positions two women
born centuries apart yet united by a thirst for knowledge
at the core of a richly textured, addictive novel...Kadish
has fashioned a suspenseful literary tale that serves as a
compelling tribute to women across the centuries
committed to living, breathing, and celebrating the life
of the mind.” Booklist ‘So powerful and
visceral...Incredible...I haven’t been able to read a book
since.’ Rose McGowan, New York Times Book Review
Podcast ‘So many historical novels play with the “across
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worlds and centuries” trope, but this one really delivers,
tying characters and manuscripts together with deep
assurance. A book to get lost in.’ LitHub ‘The Weight of
Ink hooked me so deeply...Kadish, with storytelling
genius, mirrors events and eureka moments across the
centuries, binding the characters to one another. And an
enormously satisfying ending wraps everything up while
leaving enough rough edges to mimic the loose ends of
real life.’ Amazon Book Review
The definitive account of existential psychotherapy. First
published in 1980, Existential Psychotherapy is widely
considered to be the foundational text in its field— the
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first to offer a methodology for helping patients to
develop more adaptive responses to life’s core existential
dilemmas. In this seminal work, American psychiatrist
Irvin Yalom finds the essence of existential
psychotherapy and gives it a coherent structure,
synthesizing its historical background, core tenets, and
usefulness to the practice. Organized around what Yalom
identifies as the four "ultimate concerns of
life"—death, freedom, isolation, and
meaninglessness—the book takes up the meaning of each
existential concern and the type of conflict that springs
from our confrontation with each. He shows how these
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concerns are manifest in personality and
psychopathology, and how treatment can be helped by our
knowledge of them. Drawing from clinical experience,
empirical research, philosophy, and great literature,
Yalom provides an intellectual home base for those
psychotherapists who have sensed the incompatibility of
orthodox theories with their own clinical experience, and
opens new doors for empirical research. The
fundamental concerns of therapy and the central issues
of human existence are woven together here as never
before, with intellectual and clinical results that have
surprised and enlightened generations of readers.
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In 1909, sixteen-year-old Alfred Rosenberg is called into
his headmaster’s office for making anti-Semitic
remarks. He is punished by having to memorise passages
from the autobiography of Goethe — and is stunned to
discover that his idol was a great admirer of the
seventeenth-century philosopher Baruch Spinoza. Spinoza
himself was no stranger to punishment: accused of
heresy, he was excommunicated from the Jewish
community and banished from the only world he had
ever known. Nevertheless, he became one of the most
influential philosophers of his age. Long after
graduation, Rosenberg is possessed by the ‘Spinoza
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problem’: how could Goethe, the great German poet, have
been inspired by a member of a race that Rosenberg
considers inferior to his own? A race that, as he
developed from anti-Semitic schoolboy to Nazi
propagandist, he would become determined to destroy? In
his brilliant re-creation of the inner worlds of two men
separated by 300 years — one dedicated to fashioning a
moral philosophy, the other obsessed with the superiority
of the Aryan race — internationally bestselling novelist
Irvin D. Yalom explores the thin psychological line that
separates genius and evil, and the lives of two men who
changed the course of history.
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The Schopenhauer Cure
Becoming Myself
A Psychiatrist's Memoir
Spinoza of Market Street and Other Stories
The Courtier and the Heretic: Leibniz, Spinoza, and the
Fate of God in the Modern World
Making and Unmaking the Bourgeois from Machiavelli
to Bellow
"A dark, crooked beauty that fulfills all the promise
of White Oleander and confirms that Janet Fitch is an
artist of the very highest order." --Los Angeles Times
Book Review Josie Tyrell, art model, runaway, and
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denizen of LA's rock scene finds a chance at real love
with Michael Faraday, a Harvard dropout and son of
a renowned pianist. But when she receives a call
from the coroner, asking her to identify her lover's
body, her bright dreams all turn to black. As Josie
struggles to understand Michael's death and to hold
onto the world they shared, she is both attracted to
and repelled by his pianist mother, Meredith, who
blames Josie for her son's torment. Soon the two
women are drawn into a twisted relationship that
reflects equal parts distrust and blind need. With the
luxurious prose and fever pitch intensity that are her
hallmarks, Janet Fitch weaves a spellbinding tale of
love, betrayal, and the possibility of transcendence.
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"Lushly written, dramatically plotted. . . Fitch's Los
Angeles is so real it breathes." --Atlantic Monthly
"There is nothing less than a stellar sentence in this
novel. Fitch's emotional honesty recalls the work of
Joyce Carol Oates, her strychnine sentences the
prose of Paula Fox." --Cleveland Plain Dealer "A pageturning psychodrama. . . . Fitch's prose penetrates
the inner lives of [her characters] with immediacy
and bite." --Publishers Weekly (starred review) "Fitch
wonderfully captures the abrasive appeal of punk
music, the bohemian, sometimes squalid lifestyle,
the performers, the drugs, the alienation. This is
crackling fresh stuff you don't read every day." --USA
Today "In dysfunctional family narratives, Fitch is to
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fiction what Eugene O'Neill is to drama." --Chicago
Sun-Times "Riveting. . . . An uncommonly
accomplished page-turner." --Elle
In nineteenth-century Vienna, a drama of love, fate,
and will is played out amid the intellectual ferment
that defined the era. Josef Breuer, one of the
founding fathers of psychoanalysis, is at the height
of his career. Friedrich Nietzsche, Europe's greatest
philosopher, is on the brink of suicidal despair,
unable to find a cure for the headaches and other
ailments that plague him. When he agrees to treat
Nietzsche with his experimental “talking cure,”
Breuer never expects that he too will find solace in
their sessions. Only through facing his own inner
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demons can the gifted healer begin to help his
patient. In When Nietzsche Wept, Irvin Yalom blends
fact and fiction, atmosphere and suspense, to unfold
an unforgettable story about the redemptive power
of friendship.
A mesmerizing debut novel that spans a thousand
years of European and Jewish history seen through
the beguiling members of the Spinoza family Since
the eleventh century, the Spinoza family has passed
down, from father to son, a secret manuscript
containing the recipe for immortality. Now, after
thirty-six generations, the last descendant of this
long and illustrious chain, Ari Spinoza, doesn’t have
a son to whom to entrust the manuscript. From his
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deathbed, he begins his narrative, hoping to save his
lineage from oblivion. Ari’s two main sources of his
family’s history are a trunk of yellowing documents
inherited from his grandfather, and his great-uncle
Fernando’s tales that captivated him when he was a
child. He chronicles the Spinozas’ involvement in
some of Europe’s most formative cultural events with
intertwining narratives that move through ages of
tyranny, creativity, and social upheaval: into
medieval Portugal, Grand inquisitor Torquemada’s
Spain, Rembrandt’s Amsterdam, the French
Revolution, Freud’s Vienna, and the horrors of both
world wars. The Elixir of Immortality blends truth and
fiction as it rewrites European history through comic,
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imaginative, scandalous, and tragic tales that prove
“the only thing that can possibly give human beings
immortality on this earth: our ability to remember.”
Prizing ideas above all else, radical thinker Baruch
Spinoza left little behind in the way of personal facts
and furnishings. But what of the tug of necessity, the
urgings of the flesh, to which this genius philosopher
(and grinder of lenses) might have been no more
immune than the next man-or the next character, as
Baruch Spinoza becomes in this intriguing novel by
the remarkable young Macedonian author Goce
Smilevski. Smilevski's novel brings the thinker
Spinoza and his inner life into conversation with the
outer, all-too-real facts of his life and his day--from
Page 25/75
the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

his connection to the Jewish community of
Amsterdam, his excommunication in 1656, and the
emergence of his philosophical system to his
troubling feelings for his fourteen-year-old Latin
teacher Clara Maria van den Enden and later his
disciple Johannes Casearius. From this conversation
there emerges a compelling and complex portrait of
the life of an idea--and of a man who tries to live that
idea.
Love's Executioner
Spinoza's Religion
Spinoza and the Politics of Renaturalization
A Cobweb Novel
A Twice-Told Therapy
Page 26/75
the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

Overcoming the Terror of Death
This collection of ten absorbing tales by
master psychotherapist Irvin D. Yalom
uncovers the mysteries, frustrations, pathos,
and humor at the heart of the therapeutic
encounter. First published in 1989, this New
York Times bestselling collection of ten
tales has become a classic. Yalom not only
gives us a rare and enthralling glimpse into
his patients' personal desires and
motivations, but also tells his own story as
he struggles to reconcile his all-too-human
response with his sensibility as a
psychiatrist. Now with a new afterword,
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Love's Exectioner promises to inspire
generations of readers to come.
In 1959, seventeen-year-old Gary Presley was
standing in line, wearing his favorite cowboy
boots and waiting for his final inoculation
of Salk vaccine. Seven days later, a bad
headache caused him to skip basketball
practice, tell his dad that he was too ill to
feed the calves, and walk from barn to bed
with shaky, dizzying steps. He never walked
again. By the next day, burning with the
fever of polio, he was fastened into the
claustrophobic cocoon of the iron lung that
would be his home for the next three months.
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Set among the hardscrabble world of the
Missouri Ozarks, sizzling with sarcasm and
acerbic wit, his memoir tells the story of
his journey from the iron lung to life in a
wheelchair. Presley is no wheelchair hero, no
inspiring figure preaching patience and
gratitude. An army brat turned farm kid,
newly arrived in a conservative rural
community, he was immobilized before he could
take the next step toward adulthood.
Prevented, literally, from taking that next
step, he became cranky and crabby, anxious
and alienated, a rolling responsibility
crippled not just by polio but by anger and
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depression, “a crip all over, starting with
the brain.” Slowly, however, despite the
limitations of navigating in a world before
the Americans with Disabilities Act, he
builds an independent life. Now, almost fifty
years later, having worn out wheelchair after
wheelchair, survived post-polio syndrome, and
married the woman of his dreams, Gary has
redefined himself as Gimp, more ready to act
out than to speak up, ironic, perceptive,
still cranky and intolerant but more
accepting, more able to find joy in his
family and his newfound religion. Despite the
fact that he detests pity, can spot
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condescension from miles away, and refuses to
play the role of noble victim, he writes in a
way that elicits sympathy and understanding
and laughter. By giving his readers the
unromantic truth about life in a wheelchair,
he escapes stereotypes about people with
disabilities and moves toward a place where
every individual is irreplaceable.
In an exploration of the nature of Jewishness
and the condition of modern Israel, this
novel, set on a kibbutz in the mid-nineteensixties, traces the rebellion of a young man
against the only world he knows
Bestselling writer and psychotherapist Irvin
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D. Yalom puts himself on the couch in a
lapidary memoir Irvin D. Yalom has made a
career of investigating the lives of others.
In this profound memoir, he turns his writing
and his therapeutic eye on himself. He opens
his story with a nightmare: He is twelve, and
is riding his bike past the home of an acnescarred girl. Like every morning, he calls
out, hoping to befriend her, "Hello Measles!"
But in his dream, the girl's father makes
Yalom understand that his daily greeting had
hurt her. For Yalom, this was the birth of
empathy; he would not forget the lesson. As
Becoming Myself unfolds, we see the birth of
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the insightful thinker whose books have been
a beacon to so many. This is not simply a
man's life story, Yalom's reflections on his
life and development are an invitation for us
to reflect on the origins of our own selves
and the meanings of our lives.
The Elixir of Immortality
A Novel
I Am Dynamite!
Staring at the Sun
The Spinoza Problem
Lying On The Couch

"Something heavy is going on … the past is
erupting … my two lives, night and day,
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are joining. I need to talk." Irv Yalom's
old medical school friend was making a
plea for help. In their fifty years of
friendship, Bob Berger had never divulged
his nocturnal terrors to his close
comrade. Now, finally, he found himself
forced to. In I'm Calling the Police,
Berger recounts to Yalom the anguish of a
war-torn past: By pretending he was a
Christian, Berger survived the Holocaust.
But after a life defined by expiation and
repression, a dangerous encounter has
jarred loose the painful memory of those
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years. Together, they interpret the
fragments of the horrific past that haunt
his dreams. I'm Calling the Police is a
powerful exploration of Yalom's most vital
themes--memory, fear, love, and
healing--and a glimpse into the life of
the man himself.
The many thousands of readers of the bestselling Love's Executioner will welcome
this paperback edition of an earlier work
by Dr. Irvin Yalom, written with Ginny
Elkin, a pseudonymous patient whom he
treated -- the first book to share the
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dual reflections of psychiatrist and
patient. Ginny Elkin was a troubled young
and talented writer whom the psychiatric
world had labeled as "schizoid." After
trying a variety of therapies, she entered
into private treatment with Dr. Irvin
Yalom at Stanford University. As part of
their work together, they agreed to write
separate journals of each of their
sessions. Every Day Gets a Little Closer
is the product of that arrangement, in
which they alternately relate their
descriptions and feelings about their
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therapeutic relationship.
"Reading this excellent, thought-provoking
biography, one is all too easily reminded
of Camus’s 1942 novel, The
Stranger."—Philip Kerr, Wall Street
Journal On the morning of November 7,
1938, Herschel Grynszpan, a desperate
seventeen-year-old Jewish refugee, walked
into the German embassy in Paris and shot
Ernst vom Rath, a Nazi diplomat. Two days
later vom Rath lay dead, and the Third
Reich exploited the murder to unleash
Kristallnacht in a bizarre concatenation
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of events that would rapidly involve
Ribbentrop, Goebbels, and Hitler himself.
But was Grynszpan a crazed lone gunman or
agent provocateur of the Gestapo? Was he
motivated by a desire to avenge Jewish
people, or did his act of violence speak
to an intimate connection between the
assassin and his target, as Grynszpan
later claimed? Part page-turning
historical thriller and part Kafkaesque
legal drama, The Short, Strange Life of
Herschel Grynszpan brings to life the
historical details and moral dimensions of
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one of the most enigmatic cases of World
War II. This compelling biography presents
a story with twists and turns that “no
novelist could invent” (Alice Kaplan).
Kiev, 1911. When a twelve-year-old Russian
boy is found stabbed to death, his body
drained of blood, the accusation of ritual
murder is levelled at the Jews. Yakov Bok
- a handyman hiding his Jewish identity
from his anti-Semitic employer - is first
outed and blamed. Arrested and imprisoned,
Bok refuses to confess to a crime that he
did not commit. What becomes of this man
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under pressure, for whom acquittal is made
to seem as hopeless as conviction, is the
subject of a terrifying masterpiece of
twentieth-century fiction.
Paint It Black
A Life
A Novel Of Obsession
Every Day Gets a Little Closer
& Other Tales of Psychotherapy
Seven Wheelchairs
A meditation, in words and images, on the
practice of drawing, by the author of Ways of
Seeing. The seventeenth-century philosopher
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Baruch Spinoza—also known as Benedict or
Bento de Spinoza—spent the most intense years
of his short life writing. He also carried with him
a sketchbook. After his sudden death, his friends
rescued letters, manuscripts, notes—but no
drawings. For years, without knowing what its
pages might hold, John Berger has imagined
finding Bento’s sketchbook, wanting to see the
drawings alongside his surviving words. When
one day a friend gave him a beautiful virgin
sketchbook, Berger said, “This is Bento’s!” and
he began to draw, taking his inspiration from the
philosopher’s vision. In this illustrated color book
Page 41/75

the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

John Berger uses the imaginative space he
creates to explore the process of drawing,
politics, storytelling and Spinoza’s life and times.
There have been many Spinozas over the
centuries: atheist, romantic pantheist, great
thinker of the multitude, advocate of the
liberated individual, and rigorous rationalist. The
common thread connecting all of these clashing
perspectives is Spinoza’s naturalism, the idea
that humanity is part of nature, not above it. In
this sophisticated new interpretation of Spinoza’s
iconoclastic philosophy, Hasana Sharp draws on
his uncompromising naturalism to rethink human
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agency, ethics, and political practice. Sharp uses
Spinoza to outline a practical wisdom of
“renaturalization,” showing how ideas, actions,
and institutions are never merely products of
human intention or design, but outcomes of the
complex relationships among natural forces
beyond our control. This lack of a metaphysical
or moral division between humanity and the rest
of nature, Sharp contends, can provide the basis
for an ethical and political practice free from the
tendency to view ourselves as either gods or
beasts. Sharp’s groundbreaking argument
critically engages with important contemporary
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thinkers—including deep ecologists, feminists,
and race and critical theorists—making Spinoza
and the Politics of Renaturalization vital for a
wide range of scholars.
From the bestselling author of Love's
Executioner and When Nietzsche Wept comes a
provocative exploration of the unusual
relationships three therapists form with their
patients. Seymour is a therapist of the old school
who blurs the boundary of sexual propriety with
one of his clients. Marshal, who is haunted by his
own obsessive-compulsive behaviors, is troubled
by the role money plays in his dealings with his
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patients. Finally, there is Ernest Lash. Driven by
his sincere desire to help and his faith in
psychoanalysis, he invents a radically new
approach to therapy -- a totally open and honest
relationship with a patient that threatens to have
devastating results. Exposing the many lies that
are told on and off the psychoanalyst's couch,
Lying on the Couch gives readers a tantalizing,
almost illicit, glimpse at what their therapists
might really be thinking during their sessions.
Fascinating, engrossing and relentlessly
intelligent, it ultimately moves readers with a
denouement of surprising humanity and
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redemptive faith.
One day Sophie comes home from school to find
two questions in her mail: "Who are you?" and
"Where does the world come from?" Before she
knows it she is enrolled in a correspondence
course with a mysterious philosopher. Thus
begins Jostein Gaarder's unique novel, which is
not only a mystery, but also a complete and
entertaining history of philosophy.
When Nietzsche Wept
An Edinburgh Philosophical Guide
Spinoza's Ethics
A Novel About the History of Philosophy
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The Last Station
A Perfect Peace

A year-long journey by the renowned
psychiatrist and his writer wife after
her terminal diagnosis, as they reflect
on how to love and live without regret.
Internationally acclaimed psychiatrist
and author Irvin Yalom devoted his
career to counseling those suffering
from anxiety and grief. But never had
he faced the need to counsel himself
until his wife, esteemed feminist
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author Marilyn Yalom, was diagnosed
with cancer. In A Matter of Death and
Life, Marilyn and Irv share how they
took on profound new struggles: Marilyn
to die a good death, Irv to live on
without her. In alternating accounts of
their last months together and Irv's
first months alone, they offer us a
rare window into facing mortality and
coping with the loss of one's beloved.
The Yaloms had numerous blessings—a
loving family, a Palo Alto home under a
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magnificent valley oak, a large circle
of friends, avid readers around the
world, and a long, fulfilling
marriage—but they faced death as we all
do. With the wisdom of those who have
thought deeply, and the familiar warmth
of teenage sweethearts who've grown up
together, they investigate universal
questions of intimacy, love, and grief.
Informed by two lifetimes of
experience, A Matter of Death and Life
is an openhearted offering to anyone
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seeking support, solace, and a
meaningful life.
When it appeared in 1670, Baruch
Spinoza's Theological-Political
Treatise was denounced as the most
dangerous book ever published.
Religious and secular authorities saw
it as a threat to faith, social and
political harmony, and everyday
morality, and its author was almost
universally regarded as a religious
subversive and political radical who
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sought to spread atheism throughout
Europe. Steven Nadler tells the story
of this book: its radical claims and
their background in the philosophical,
religious, and political tensions of
the Dutch Golden Age, as well as the
vitriolic reaction these ideas
inspired. A vivid story of incendiary
ideas and vicious backlash, A Book
Forged in Hell will interest anyone who
is curious about the origin of some of
our most cherished modern
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beliefs--Jacket p. [2].
NEW YORK TIMES Editors’ Choice • THE
TIMES BIOGRAPHY OF THE YEAR • WINNER OF
THE HAWTHORNDEN PRIZE A groundbreaking
new biography of philosophy’s greatest
iconoclast Friedrich Nietzsche is one
of the most enigmatic figures in
philosophy, and his concepts—the
Übermensch, the will to power, slave
morality—have fundamentally reshaped
our understanding of the human
condition. But what do most people
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really know of Nietzsche—beyond the
mustache, the scowl, and the lingering
association with nihilism and fascism?
Where do we place a thinker who was
equally beloved by Albert Camus, Ayn
Rand, Martin Buber, and Adolf Hitler?
Nietzsche wrote that all philosophy is
autobiographical, and in this vividly
compelling, myth-shattering biography,
Sue Prideaux brings readers into the
world of this brilliant, eccentric, and
deeply troubled man, illuminating the
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events and people that shaped his life
and work. From his placid, devoutly
Christian upbringing—overshadowed by
the mysterious death of his
father—through his teaching career,
lonely philosophizing on high
mountains, and heart-breaking descent
into madness, Prideaux documents
Nietzsche’s intellectual and emotional
life with a novelist’s insight and
sensitivity. She also produces
unforgettable portraits of the people
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who were most important to him,
including Richard and Cosima Wagner,
Lou Salomé, the femme fatale who broke
his heart; and his sister Elizabeth, a
rabid German nationalist and antiSemite who manipulated his texts and
turned the Nietzsche archive into a
destination for Nazi ideologues. I Am
Dynamite! is the essential biography
for anyone seeking to understand
history's most misunderstood
philosopher.
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A bold reevaluation of Spinoza that
reveals his powerful, inclusive vision
of religion for the modern age Spinoza
is widely regarded as either a Godforsaking atheist or a God-intoxicated
pantheist, but Clare Carlisle says that
he was neither. In Spinoza’s Religion,
she sets out a bold interpretation of
Spinoza through a lucid new reading of
his masterpiece, the Ethics. Putting
the question of religion centre-stage
but refusing to convert Spinozism to
Page 56/75
the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

Christianity, Carlisle reveals that
“being in God” unites Spinoza’s
metaphysics and ethics. Spinoza’s
Religion unfolds a powerful, inclusive
philosophical vision for the modern
age—one that is grounded in a profound
questioning of how to live a joyful,
fully human life. Like Spinoza himself,
the Ethics doesn’t fit into any readymade religious category. But Carlisle
shows how it wrestles with the question
of religion in strikingly original
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ways, responding both critically and
constructively to the diverse, broadly
Christian context in which Spinoza
lived and worked. Philosophy itself, as
Spinoza practiced it, became a
spiritual endeavor that expressed his
devotion to a truthful, virtuous way of
life. Offering startling new insights
into Spinoza’s famously enigmatic ideas
about eternal life and the intellectual
love of God, Carlisle uncovers a
Spinozist religion that integrates selfPage 58/75
the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

knowledge, desire, practice, and
embodied ethical life to reach toward
our “highest happiness”—to rest in God.
Seen through Carlisle’s eyes, the
Ethics prompts us to rethink not only
Spinoza but also religion itself.
The Reader
Bento's Sketchbook
Sophie's World
The Fixer
The Weight of Ink
Creatures of a Day
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>
11 Flaubert and the Aesthetics of the
Antibourgeois -- 12 The Apocalyptic Imagination:
Nietzsche, Sorel, Schmitt -- 13 The Tragic
Liberalism of Isaiah Berlin -- 14 Leo Strauss on
Philosophy as a Way of Life -- 15 The Political
Teaching of Lampedusa's The Leopard -- 16 Mr.
Sammler's Redemption -- Part Four: Conclusion
-- 17 Modernity and Its Doubles -- Notes -- Index
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Hailed by Jerome Frank as “the best book that
exists on the subject, today and for the
foreseeable future,” Irvin D. Yalom’s The Theory
and Practice of Group Psychotherapy has long
been the standard text in its field. Indeed, in a
survey reported in the American Journal of
Psychiatry, it was cited as one of the ten most
influential psychiatry publications of the past
decade, and it was one of the very few judged to
be of “seminal or lasting value.”In this
completely revised and expanded fourth
edition—updated to reflect the American
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Psychiatric Association’s latest diagnostic
manual, the DSM-IV—Dr. Yalom presents the
most recent developments in the field, drawing
on nearly a decade of new research as well as
his own broad clinical wisdom and experience.
This edition features new sections on combining
individual and group therapy, the latest
information about brief group therapy, and how
to modify group work to deal with the newly
emerging homogeneous focal groups (including
survivor groups), as well as updated references
and new clinical vignettes drawn from the
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author’s recent practice.Throughout, Dr. Yalom
has updated the style and content of the
chapters, while retaining valid research and
clinical observations. Illustrating the text are
vivid cases from nearly two thousand group
sessions that he has led over the past
decade.The Theory and Practice of Group
Psychotherapy is an informative text that is at
once scholarly and lively. This new edition is the
most up-to-date, incisive, and comprehensive
text on group therapy available today.
Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) was one of the most
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important philosophers of all time; he was also
arguably the most radical and controversial.
This was the first complete biography of
Spinoza in any language and is based on
detailed archival research. More than simply
recounting the story of Spinoza's life, the book
takes the reader right into the heart of Jewish
Amsterdam in the seventeenth century and, with
Spinoza's exile from Judaism, right into the
midst of the tumultuous political, social,
intellectual and religious world of the young
Dutch Republic. Though the book will be an
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invaluable resource for philosophers, historians,
and scholars of Jewish thought, it has been
written for any member of the general reading
public with a serious interest in philosophy,
Jewish history, seventeenth-century European
history, and the culture of the Dutch Golden Age.
Spinoza: A Life has recently been awarded the
Koret Jewish Book Award.
Existential Psychotherapy
A Rose Armed with Thorns: Spinoza’s
Philosophy Under a Novel Lens
And Other Tales of Psychotherapy
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A Matter of Death and Life
The Theory and Practice of Group
Psychotherapy
Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of
the Secular Age
Everything you need to know about Spinoza's
Ethics in one volume.The Ethics presents a
complete metaphysical, epistemological and
ethical world-view that is immensely inspiring.
However, it is also an extremely difficult text to
read. This book takes readers through the text,
stopping at the most perplexing passages to
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explain key terms, unfold arguments, offer
concrete examples and raise questions for further
thought. It is designed to be read alongside the
Ethics, enabling students to think critically about
Spinoza's views and build an understanding of his
complex system.
This book presents a systemic analysis of
Spinoza’s philosophy and challenges the
traditional views. It deals with Spinoza’s concepts
of substance, truth conditions, attributes, and the
first, second, and supreme grades of knowledge.
Based upon an analysis of the relevant details in
all of Spinoza’s philosophical works, the book
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reveals many important points, including the
following: Spinoza’s system is not, nor is meant to
be, a foundational-deductive system but was
meant to be a coherent system of a network
model. Spinoza’s reality is not made in the image
of a mathematical model. Imaginatio, the first
grade of knowledge, and ratio, the second grade,
are parts or properties of the supreme grade of
knowledge, scientia intuitiva, which is their
essence. Finite beings, especially humans, are
necessary and eternal (unless they are
mistakenly perceived by imaginatio) whereas
time, place, and death are simply “entities of
Page 68/75

the-spinoza-problem-a-novel

imagination.” The salvation, happiness, and
blessedness that Spinoza’s Ethics offers us, are
active and depend only upon us. Concluding a
careful examination and interpretation, the book
suggests additional novel viewpoints in
interpreting Spinoza’s philosophical psychology
and political philosophy.
"Exhilarating…Stewart has achieved a near
impossibility, creating a page-turner about
jousting metaphysical ideas, casting thinkers as
warriors." —Liesl Schillinger, New York Times
Book Review Once upon a time, philosophy was a
dangerous business—and for no one more so than
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for Baruch Spinoza, the seventeenth-century
philosopher vilified by theologians and political
authorities everywhere as “the atheist Jew.” As
his inflammatory manuscripts circulated
underground, Spinoza lived a humble existence in
The Hague, grinding optical lenses to make ends
meet. Meanwhile, in the glittering salons of Paris,
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz was climbing the ladder
of courtly success. In between trips to the opera
and groundbreaking work in mathematics,
philosophy, and jurisprudence, he took every
opportunity to denounce Spinoza, relishing his
self-appointed role as “God’s attorney.” In this
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exquisitely written philosophical romance of
attraction and repulsion, greed and virtue,
religion and heresy, Matthew Stewart gives
narrative form to an epic contest of ideas that
shook the seventeenth century—and continues
today.
Part of the Jewish Encounter series In 1656,
Amsterdam’s Jewish community excommunicated
Baruch Spinoza, and, at the age of twenty–three,
he became the most famous heretic in Judaism.
He was already germinating a secularist challenge
to religion that would be as radical as it was
original. He went on to produce one of the most
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ambitious systems in the history of Western
philosophy, so ahead of its time that scientists
today, from string theorists to neurobiologists,
count themselves among Spinoza’s progeny. In
Betraying Spinoza, Rebecca Goldstein sets out to
rediscover the flesh-and-blood man often hidden
beneath the veneer of rigorous rationality, and to
crack the mystery of the breach between the
philosopher and his Jewish past. Goldstein argues
that the trauma of the Inquisition’ s persecution
of its forced Jewish converts plays itself out in
Spinoza’s philosophy. The excommunicated
Spinoza, no less than his excommunicators, was
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responding to Europe’ s first experiment with
racial anti-Semitism. Here is a Spinoza both
hauntingly emblematic and deeply human, both
heretic and hero—a surprisingly contemporary
figure ripe for our own uncertain age. From the
Hardcover edition.
How Literature Changes the Way We Think
Spinoza
A Life of Nietzsche
A New Reading of the Ethics
Modernity and Its Discontents
A Book Forged in Hell
NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE Starring Helen Mirren,
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Christopher Plummer, & James McAvoy In 1910, Count Leo
Tolstoy, the most famous writer in the world, is caught in the
struggle between his devoted wife and an equally devoted
acolyte over the master's legacy. Sofya Andreyevna fears
that she and the children she has borne Tolstoy will lose all to
Vladimir Chertkov and the Tolstoyan movement, which
preaches the ideals of poverty, chastity, and pacifism. As
Tolstoy seeks peace in his final days, Valentin Bulgakov is
hired to be his secretary and enlisted as a spy by both
camps. But Valentin's loyalty is to the great man, who in turn
recognizes in the young idealist his own youthful struggle with
worldly passions. Deftly moving among a colorful cast of
characters, drawing on the writings of the people on whom
they are based, Jay Parini has created a stunning portrait of
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an enduring genius and a deeply affecting novel.
Ostracized by the Jewish community in Amsterdam into which
he was born, Spinoza developed a political philosophy that
set out to justify the secular State, ruled by a liberal
constitution, and a metaphysics, according to which
everything exists in God as a 'mode' of the divine substance,
that sought to reconcile human freedom with a belief in
scientific explanation. In this book Roger Scruton presents a
clear and systematic analysis of Spinoza's thought, and
shows its relevance to today's intellectual preoccupations.
I'm Calling the Police
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